Thank you for your interest in our article titled "Albumin-bilirubin (ALBI) grade as part of the evidencebased clinical practice guideline for HCC of the Japan Society of Hepatology: a comparison with the liver damage and Child-Pugh classification" [1] .
is an additional advantage with ALBI grade. A modified version has been proposed with 4 grades (1, 2a, 2b, and 3) (modified ALBI [mALBI] grade) for more detailed assessment based on the cut-off value (ALBI score = -2.270) for ICG-R15 (<30%) [4] . In the results of additional analyses, AIC and c-index of mALBI/ mALBI-T were better than the others ( Fig. 1 ; Table 1 ).
To improve the accuracy of the prognostic predictive value of HCC staging systems, further validation studies and investigations with international collaboration as well as larger patient cohorts are required. As noted by Huo et al., we agree that incorporation of ALBI/mALBI/PALBI-based models into current HCC staging systems is recommended in order to refine the prognostic accuracy of each system. 
ALBI-T/mALBI-T/PALBI-T). Overall survival (OS) stratified by ALBI-T ( a ), mALBI-T ( b ), and PALBI-T ( c )
scores. With each, the stratification ability for prognosis was good. Akaike's information criterion (AIC) and c-index were better with mALBI-T compared to the others for assessment of prognosis of the entire patient cohort ( d ).
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